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ACTION OC-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CCO-OO OCL-OO /018W 

092518 

R 111457Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4923 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 1901 

BONN FOR RCO LONDON FOR ATO 

E.O.l 1652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: ACOM. ETEL, SP 
SUBJECT: SKYLINK 

REF: (A) STATE 57526, (B) STATE 218640, (C) STATE A- 166 

1 . REF (B) PROVIDED THE EMBASSY WITH INFORMATION NOT 
PREVIOUSLY KNOW TO US. I.E. (A) THE PROBLEM REGARDING 
RECIPROCAL RADIO RIGHTS, AND (B) THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SPAIN DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE OUR APPROACH IN 1967 ON 

THIS SAME QUESTION. THE EMBASSY THEREFORE DECIDED TO 
FOLLOW THE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE CONTAINED IN PARA 5 OF 
REF B AND TO LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE AT THIS TIME. 

2. THE LACK ACKNOWLEDGMENT BY THE GOS TO OUR 1967 
OVERTURE FOR RADIO RIGHTS COULD BE INTERPRETED AS TACIT 
APPROVAL FOR THE RADIO OPERATION WHICH GOS DID NOT WISH 
TO PUT IN WRITING. 

3. AS REF B CAUTIONS THE EMBASSY THAT A NEW APPROACH 
TO THE GOS COULD RESULT IN FORMAL REJECTION, WE ASSUME 
THE SAME RATIONALE APPLIES TO THE SKYLINK OPERATION. 
CONSIDERATIONS OF WHETHER TO APPROACH THE GOS WOULD 
INCLUDE SUCH FACTORS AS THE NECESSITY FOR A CLEAR 
FREQUENCY, THE LIKELIHOOD OF INTERFERENCE WITH OTHER 
FREQUENCIES IF WE OPERATED SKYLINK WITHOUT 
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FORMAL APPROVAL, AND FINALLY THE LIKELIHOOD OF DETECTION IF 
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WE OPERATED WITHOUT APPROVAL ALL OF WHICH ARE 
TECHNICAL QUESTION WHICH OC IS BETTER QUALIFIED TO 
EVALUATE THAN IS EMBASSY. EMBASSY ASSUMES INASMUCH AS 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CUSTOM, AS WELL AS ARTICLE 27 OF 
THE VIENNA CONVENTION, GUARANTEE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
THE RIGHT TO UNHINDERED COMMUNICATIONS, MORE SPECIFIC 
AND FORMAL APPROVAL IS NOT REQUIRED. WE WILL BE GUIDED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT S ADVICE. 

STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SKYLINK, RECIPROCAL RADIO PRIVILEGES, RADIO COMMUNICATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MADRID01901 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760093-0573 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760372/aaaaclbr.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION OC 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: saccheem 
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